to recognize one of its dynamic members who has contributed in an exceptional way to his or her community at the local, national, or international level.
The nursing and humanitarian efforts of President Carter 's mother, Lillian Gordy Carter, were duly noted. The Carter Center was approached for permission to append the name of President Carter's beloved mother to the first AAOHN Humanitarian Award. President Carter personally granted permission to AAOHN to allow use of "Miss Lillian' s" name for the award. The first recipient of this annual award was recognized during the 20 II conference.
MISS LILLIAN: AN EXCEPTIONAL INDIVIDUAL
Lillian Carter was a courageous woman, admired and loved by many. She was strong willed, independent, and inspirational. Her strength of character, integrity, social conscience, forward thinking, quick wit, and sense of humor contributed to the legacy she left.
During a 1967 Peace Corps commercial asking for volunteers , the words "age is no barrier" [to a life of service] were spoken. Lillian Gordy Carter heard those words at 67 years of age. The words were riveting to a person who believed that idle hands serve no purpose. She was a person who believed age alone should not deter anyone from a life of service.
Although I have lived the major-ity of my life in Georgia, I never had the honor of meeting "Miss Lillian," as she is so fondly remembered. My knowledge of this inspirational woman has come from media coverage and press articles, the Internet, her memoir (Carter & Carter, 1977) , and the book (Carter, 2008) her oldest son, former President Carter, wrote about her. History indicates that Lillian Carter was a woman born at the right time and in the right place and was able to achieve the right things in the dash between her date of birth and date of death (Ellis, 1996) . Born Bessie Lillian Gordy in 1898, she volunteered to serve in the U.S. Army Nursing program in 1917. After that program was cancelled, she worked in the U.S. Post Office with her father, who provided the most influence for her "liberal views." In 1920, she was accepted to the Wise Sanatorium as a nursing trainee . She completed nurse' s training in 1923 at Grady Memorial Hospital School of Nursing in Atlanta, Georgia. She married James Earl Carter, with whom she had four children: Jimmy, Gloria, Ruth, and Billy.
It has been said she retired from nursing in 1925. The truth is that she never really retired. Miss Lillian worked as what is now known as a nurse practitioner. She ministered to the health needs of hundreds of employees in the family businesses and in her community. Payment for services often came in chickens, eggs, fruit, chestnuts, or even hogs. She used her own money to purchase medicines for those who were in need and who could not afford to buy medicine. At a time when she needed no compensation, she ceased to take payment for services.
There was a time in the South when African Americans typically used back doors to enter Caucasian homes, public businesses, and physicians' offices. It was a time when Blacks had separate water fountains and bathroom facilities . Lillian Carter stood against that tide. She routinely brought African Americans into her living room as friends and neighbors. With her compassion, caring, and strong sense of equality for all ethnicities, she earned respect from both White and Black members of the community.
After raising her family and becoming a widow at an early age, Mrs. Carter accepted a new position . She became a housemother to a fraternity at Auburn University in Auburn , Alabama, where she served for 7 years . She then returned to Plains, Georgia , to continue her passion of providing health care to underserved African Americans and serving as a social activist for desegregation.
Lillian Carter achieved much in her life. Whether serving as Administrator of a convalescent home, coordinating Bible studies, tirelessly campaigning for her oldest son, or caring for her family, her life was full.
One of the most striking aspects of her life was her decision to join the Peace Corps at age 68. Many questioned the sanity of leaving a comfortable lifestyle surrounded by family and friends, a partnership in the family businesses, babysitting grandchildren, and enjoying the golden years to take a full-time job in a foreign country at her age. However, following the required psychiatric evaluation, 3 months of training , AAOHN JOURNAL· VOL. 59, NO.1 0, 2011 AAOHN SPOTLIGHT and the trials of learning a foreign language and culture, she was sent to India to work for 2 years. During this time, she worked with Indians who had contracted Hansen's disease or needed family planning services and in other nursing capacities. For an individual who believed that all people are created equal and should be treated accordingly, the caste system of India was difficult for her to accept. The poverty was striking, and she often sacrificed her own food for those who had none. Her letters home requested very little for herself but instead items for the people of India. Miss Lillian's return home was much anticipated yet bittersweet due to the difficulty of leaving behind so many in need of her love, compassion, physical care, and emotional support.
Several awards were presented to Lillian G. Carter over the years. The Peace Corps created an award in her name for the tremendous contribution she made as a volunteer over the age of 50. In 1977, she received the Covenant of Peace Award from the Synagogue Council of America. In 1980, she was named honorary chair of the Peace Corps National Advisory Council. In 200 I, her oldest son, former President Jimmy Carter, dedicated a major nursing center in Plains, Georgia, in recognition of her service to her community. Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia, established the Lillian Carter Center for International Nursing in honor and recognition of her work in India. Its mission is "the improvement of the health of vulnerable people worldwide through nursing education, research, practice, and policy." Lillian Carter could be candid, possessing a wonderful wit, and poignant in her phrasing. Her quotes are notable. Quotes that reveal her inner self can be found in letters she wrote to her children from India and after returning home . I didn't dream that in this remote comer of the world , so far away from the people and material things that I had always considered so necessary, I would discover what life is really all about, sharing yourself with others-and accepting their love for you is the most precious gift of all. (Carter & Carter,1977,p.142) My going to India strengthened my faith in God, and made my relationships with other people take on real meaning. If it weren 't for leaving home again, I'd spend the rest of my life in India-I'm still tom between this life and my life there. (Carter & Carter, 1977, pp. 15·16) If I had one wish for my children , it would be that each of you would dare to do the things and reach the goals in your own lives that have meaning for you as individuals, doing as much as you can for everybody, but not worrying if you don't please everyone. (Carter & Carter, 1977, p. 142) Lillian Carter left a legacy through her life of selfless service that lends hope to all for attaining life's ambitions. AAOHN is honored to share this legacy through recognizing the selfless service of its own members.
